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Dear Member, 

There is very little positive news to tell you as, of course, the Mill is completely closed to the 
public, there are no steamings of any sort and only occasional visits by single volunteers can take 
place, primarily to check that all is well and there’s nothing such as a broken window which needs 
urgent attention.  

As the Mill is not likely to open to the public for some while, this is an opportunity to do jobs which 
would otherwise be impractical if we were trying to carry on with our regular steaming schedule. 
(Incidentally, our designated 2021 steaming dates have now been put on the website but of 
course which - if any – of these we shall meet is currently in the lap of the gods.)  We have had 
the boiler examined and any remedial work on it identified. It looks as though we shall have to 
have a number of rivets replaced, so we are considering our options as to when this work might 
be scheduled to be carried out. The Boiler Inspector said the work would be needed after the 
2021 steaming season, but the present closure gives us an opportunity to do it earlier if we think 
that best. We have had one quotation for the work and are waiting for another to arrive. 

We have also had a drone survey carried out on the chimney. It’s a lot quicker (and cheaper) than 
getting ladders put up, and it’s an inexpensive way of getting a decent view of what’s going on. 
You can see a lot of Barnoldswick from up there!  

 

We can now prioritise which repairs need to be done and seek quotes for these. This will enable 
us to make a decision on how much needs to be done as a matter of urgency and how much 
we can afford to leave for now at least.  

Over recent years there have been remarks from our neighbours about the trees adjacent to our 
boundary. We have been alive to this and had started to do something by getting the ball rolling 
with Pendle, as it is the Borough which would approve any work as we are in a conservation 
area and we cannot just hack willy-nilly at the trees, however much this might be an attractive 
idea. The involvement with Pendle has however been temporarily halted by the current 
restrictions. We have however taken some pictures of the trees and you will see in this 
photograph that, for example, one of the silver birches is very close to the boundary wall whilst 
the nearby ash tree is in some distress – we have been told that all of our ash trees are 
suffering from ash die-back. Clearly the trees cannot be allowed to cause a nuisance or to 
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become unsafe, but they have a 
significant amenity value and they not 
only screen the houses from the mill 
but they support wildlife of various 
sorts. We would welcome views on 
what we might do with the trees – 
please let us know.  We can then 
approach Pendle with a definite 
proposal which would probably be 
better received than a more general 
enquiry.  

 

 

Some of you may know that the only fatal accident which 
we know of at the Mill, took place on the 18th January 
1921 after a fire door fell on a weaver named Elizabeth 
Brown, causing a fractured skull which led to her death a 
couple of hours later.  We have researched her family tree 
and discovered that her only son, Frank, was killed in the 
War but that her husband Herbert who survived her, lived 
in Cornmill Terrace, Barnoldswick, until his death in 1968. 
We are keen to trace anyone who has knowledge of, or 
connections to, the family, so please contact us if you can 
help.  

We placed a small floral tribute on the grave of Elizabeth 
and Herbert at Ghyll Cemetery on the anniversary of her 
death and a letter has been published in the Craven 
Herald to indicate that we have not forgotten her and to 
see if anyone can provide any more information. You can read the letter here: 
https://www.cravenherald.co.uk/news/19018805.letter-not-want-tragic-mill-worker-elizabeth-
forgotten/ 

As far as we know, only one volunteer at the Mill has been afflicted by Covid but we are happy 
to say that he and his wife have now recovered. We obviously hope that all of our volunteers 
continue to avoid the plague. Some of us have already received a first vaccination and this 
should at least be a step in the right direction.  

Peter Mitchell, not content with having woven and sold over £2,000 worth of Centenary Tea 
Towels is already well on the way to completing the Jacquard cards for his next design to raise 
funds for the Chimney Repointing. Thank you Peter! 

Jim Gill’s computer is currently out of action and so this brief Newsletter has been written by a 
communal effort among a small number of us who are grateful for any excuse to avoid doing 
housework for a bit!  

Please however, because the Mill is in a state of pseudo hibernation, if anyone has any news 
item which they are willing to share and we can put into the next Newsletter, give me a ring and 
let me know.  For now therefore, stay safe and we look forward to seeing you all at the Mill as 
soon as we can reopen.  

Ian     Bancroft Mill   February     TEL: 0770 767 0177  


