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WESTFIELD VISIT TO
BANCROFT A GREAT
SUCCESS
Splendid display of these classic British Sports Cars
at Bancroft Mill Engine Museum.

Bob Whittaker the proud
owner of this beautifully
turned-out early Westfield is
often seen in and around
Clitheroe and was well though
a mug of tea when others
started to arrive, many
having met up on the journey.
The only Westfield of its type
at the official visit, it is
finished in British Racing
Green and is very drivable in
traffic.
After a dreadfully wet start to
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the weekend, Sunday 8 of June dawned fair and sunny, shortly after ten o’clock Bob
arrived in the very early Lotus-look-alike Westfield. To be fair, he only had to travel a
few miles and thus had a head start on the others travelling from the far corners of
the country. He was soon joined by Julian Turner, Managing Director of Westfield who
represented the family owning the company and that has long term connections with
Bancroft Mill.
Prior to WW2 an Earby weaver,
Mrs. May Robinson, brought her 3
daughters to the mill, one by one,
and taught them to weave.
Daughter Marion married Frank
Turner (snr) who soon served in
the royal Navy in WW2. Marion’s
son Frank (jr) is now Chairman of
Westfield having previously been a
Main Board Director of Rolls
Royce. Here we see Julian
reminiscing with Mrs. Hilda
Elsworth (91), a Bancroft weaver whose wonderful memories of her friendship with
the Robinsons brought us, by a chance remark, to a knowledge and an understanding
the relationship between the Turner family, Westfield and Bancroft and thus allowing
us to re-establish the link.
Julian held two Question and Answer sessions for the owners during the course of the
day and, of course there were tours of the museum and weaving demonstrations.
Frank Turner unveiled a plaque at Bancroft in 2013 commemorating his family’s joint
efforts in rearing him in WW2.
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OTHER EARLY ARRIVALS AT BANCROFT
were torn between greeting old friends and satisfying the inner man. Their cars were
lined up with precision, it was impossible for the layman to distinguish the factory built
cars from the kit cars, all quite lovely!
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As you would expect, discussions about
power plants took place, the maker has
given a choice of engine over the years,
this, a Ford Zetec, is specially prepared
for these cars which generally weigh
around 500Kg. Thus an impressive
power to weight ratio is the norm.
Meanwhile, back in the engine house the
engine shared time with Peter and
Barbara Snape who have entertained us
well, for a few years now. Often they
have accompanied the Lancashire
Society which performs regularly at
Bancroft and have always been highly
rated across northern counties and at
Bancroft for their folk songs. They have
given their time freely to us, it is much
appreciated. |The little girl has a frontrow seat!) www.thesnapes.org.uk;
or 01257 233467/ 07831 311028

OUR

STEAMINGS

often include
vintage and veteran motorcycles, few if any are more popular than the Vincent HRD
marque and we had the pleasure of a pair of these high quality machines at the
steaming, A Black Shadow on the left and a series C Rapide on the right, a quality pair
to match the cars that we had!
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BRADLEY ENGINE
Work continues with scruffing and priming of the two flywheel halves prior to moving
them into the Bradley Engine House.

Our car park will seem quite bare when these pieces eventually are lifted into the
building, your scribe involved himself with calculating the weights involved, and the
total (assembled) flywheel weight is around 8.8 imperial tons.

NEXT STEAMING IS ON 29.06.14
Details in next newsletter 21.06.14

www.bancroftmill.org.uk
www.facebook.com/BancroftMill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bancroft_Shed
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more info from:
Ian, 01695 424166, or Harry, 01943 602118
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